CVl
TRANSITIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OF

THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS

SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD

_________________________

OFFICIAL REPORT

___________________________

Regular Meeting

St. Louis, MO
 March 9, 2010
MINUTES
The Special Administrative Board of the Transitional School District of the City of St. Louis met on the date noted beginning at 6:00PM, in Room 108 of the Administrative Building, 801 N. 11th Street, St. Louis, MO 63101.

ROLL CALL
Present:  Ms. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan
The Board and audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

STUDENT RECOGNITION
The Spirit of Excellence Award was presented to two honorees - Student Anjail Jones and Chief Executive Officer and Founder of the Youth Life Line Organization, Roland Williams.

Anjail, a junior at Sumner High School had the privilege of reciting three of her poetry writings in the Regional Poetry Out Loud Competition held at Foundy Arts Center.  Likewise, Sumner’s English Honor Society held an after-school poetry competition where Anjail was crowned the winner.     
Mr. Williams, a former St. Louis Rams player was praised for his generous donation of over 2,000 activity based toys for St. Louis Public School’s (SLPS) kindergartener students during the holiday season. Executive Director Cedric Cobbs of the organization was also acknowledged as well for his support.
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were three Public Comments.

Mr. Bill Monroe requested the Board to seriously reconsider their position to extend the contract with the Construction Career Center. Mr. Monroe is of the opinion that Construction Careers requires accountability.  He further requested that an Accountability Plan be active and assessable for public viewing, if the Board proceeds with the extension.  
(It is not the Board’s policy to respond to public comments. However, this subject matter warranted an exception.)  Mr. Sullivan advised Construction Careers Center, item 03-09-10-13 will be removed from the March 9, 2010 Consent Agenda.

Elected Board Member David Jackson shared a similar concern regarding the Construction Career Center and acknowledged the Board’s decision to pull the item at this time.   

Mr. Jackson further requested the Board to reconsider item 04-01-10-09, a Memorandum of Understanding with Mark Twain Community Resource Center.  As a member of the elected board, Mr.  Jackson supports his request due to the past history of the Center and their current financial obligations.
Local 420 President Mary Armstrong requested the Board to call for its Lobbyist to acquire sponsorship (as will Local 420) to amend the current statute that reference  SLPS employees, who meet the rule of 85,  be aligned with the State’s rule of 80 instead of 85.  During the district’s process of complying with the State’s revisions concerning the probationary period for teachers from three years to five year, the retirement section was not addressed, hence the lack of uniformity of the rule. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

Announcements

· Gateway Institute of Technology’s Robotic Team 931 Perpetual Chaos prevailed in the Kansas City Regional Robotics Competition.   With this win, the team qualifies to take part in the World Championship in Atlanta.  On March 18-20, Robotic Team 931 Perpetual Chaos will compete in the St. Louis Regional to be held at the Chaifetz Arena.
· On March 5th, thirty-seven SLPS students were acknowledge as winners of the 9th Annual SLPS Art Fair.  The event took place at the St. Louis Zoo Living World Auditorium. Students’ art work is currently on display on the District’s web site. 
· Dunbar Elementary School’s Chess Team came in 2nd place at the Missouri Scholastic Chess Championship Tournament held in Jefferson City, Missouri.  The team will proceed to the United Chess Federation National Championships that will be held in Columbus, Ohio, April 16-18.   
· The St. Louis Science Center Planetarium will host SLPS’ 2010 Science Fair Awards Ceremony Thursday, March 11th from 6PM until 7:45PM.
· District schools will close for Spring Break, March 15-19.  Students will take home practice packets in preparation for MAP testing upon their return.   
    Information Items
· Sumner’s Interim Principal Terrell Henderson, administrative staff, and Sumner Alumni Eric Oliver provided an inspiring update on the progress of Sumner High School. Benchmarks as targeted for the three month period were met.  They included a 7% increase in student attendance, academic areas improved (with the exception of physical science); the parent/community involvement set up programs, i.e., ladies of the eighties assisting female students, adopt a senior and Saturday school and finally; out of school suspension decreased in January  and February in the area of safety and discipline.
· Dr. Alice Roach reported on the Pilot School Project. The Project was introduced this school year under the format of principals acquiring autonomy of their respective schools. Participating schools are Froebel, Herzog, Hodgen, Jefferson and Mason.  Each school developed an individualized theme; Frobel and Herzog in the order of literacy, Hodgen around college bound, Jefferson with reference to the arts and Mason in the region of cultural literacy. Additional schools are predicted to participate in the project next school year.  
It is expected that students will progress with the institution of this project.  Mr. Sullivan requested an update on MAP data as the project goes forth.  Superintendent Adams will report back on the subject of benchmark data.
· John Windom provided a status report on the Community Education Full Service Schools and the After School Programs. Both programs are in lined with established goals.  Recruitment efforts and exposure of the After School Program is ongoing.  The program is open to non-district students as well.        
Business Items
Consent Agenda

On a motion by Mr. Gaines, and seconded by Ms. Adams, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve the March 9, 2010 consent agenda items with the exception of item 03-09-10-13.  Item 03-09-10-13 was removed from the agenda.
Aye:  Ms. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan 
03-09-10-01
Approval of a contract with Johnson Controls, Incorporated for Air Conditioning repairs at the Dunbar Elementary School to be provided March 10, 2010 through April 10, 2010 at a cost not to exceed $21,730, which also includes the 10% contingency cost.

03-09-10-02
Acceptance of the 2009-2010 award from the Alliance for a Healthier Generation in the amount of $7,500.

03-09-10-03 Ratification of a sole source contract with the Twenty-Second Judicial Circuit of Missouri Family Court’s Juvenile Division of the Truancy Initiative to work collaboratively with St. Louis Public Schools for the period July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010 at a cost not to exceed $85,000.

03-09-10-04 Approval to purchase SMART Boards, projectors, sound, wall plates and new projectors to be installed in 9 classrooms and the installation of updated software with new projectors and mounts for 8 additional classrooms at the Ashland Elementary School.  The purchase would be from Schiller’s and Company, Inc. at a total combined cost not to exceed $49,500.  
03-09-10-05 Approval to purchase 60 laptop computers plus related supplies through the Statewide Contract for PC Prime Vendor Services at a cost not to exceed $38,207.40.  The goal of this technology is intended to assist students with below grade-level algebra and communications arts skills. 
03-09-10-06 Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with AARP (formerly known as the American Association of Retired Persons) Foundation Senior Community Services Employment Program to provide community service and job training opportunities for AARP participants. The partnership will be implemented at the Bevo-Long Community Education Full Service School.
03-09-10-07 Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the City of St. Louis, Department of Social Services to implement the federal Homeless Prevention grant. The recipients of this program are Clay, Mullanphy, Sigel and Stevens Schools.
03-09-10-08 Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the City of St. Louis, Health Institute to provide health services that will promote individual and family health as well as a safe and healthy environment.  The program will be implemented at the Walbridge Community Education Full Service School.
03-09-10-09 Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the National Council of Jewish Women to service the Walbridge and Mullanphy Full Service Schools through its “Community Closet” program by providing hygiene supplies and new clothing for students. 
03-09-10-010 Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with Gateway Housing Foundation to provide educational, parenting, financial, business, leadership and mentoring programs.  The agency will also assist in identifying affordable market rate and transitional housing for low to moderate income families.  Services will be provided at the Clay Community Education Full Service School.
03-09-10-011 Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with Urban Farming to develop a community garden at the Walbridge Community Education Full Service School that will allow 25-30 students to participate in the program.
03-09-10-012 Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with Riverview West Florissant Development Corporation to provide Certified Nursing Assistant classes at the Walbridge Community Education Full Service School. 
03-09-10-13
(REMOVED) To approve a contract extension of sponsorship between the St. Louis Public School District ("District") and Construction Careers Center Charter School for five (5) additional years, beginning July 1, 2010 and ending June 30, 2015.  The decision to extend sponsorship shall be pending SAB approval and completion of an Accountability Plan agreeable to the District by March 2010

03-09-10-14
Approval of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and Compliance Report, for Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2009.

Regarding the April 1, 2010 Items for Consideration, item number 04-01-10-11, Mr. Sullivan requested a motion for approval due to the urgency and special circumstance of the resolution.

After discussion, on a motion by Mr. Gaines, and seconded by Ms. Adams, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to table item 04-01-10-11 with special order and a meeting of the Board by telephone or a Special Meeting be called within 48 hours to reconsider and act on the item.   
Aye:  Ms. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan 
BOARD MEMBER UPDATE(S)

On Sunday, March 7th Mr. Gaines attended the “Round-Up” held at Sumner High School.  The event was superb and Sumner’s Alumni participation was pleasingly overwhelming.  Mr. Gaines expressed the Board’s support of Superintendent Adams in his quest to improve Sumner’s challenges.   
ADJOURNMENT

At 7:40 PM, there being no further business before the Board in open session, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to adjourn.


Aye:  Ms. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan

PAGE  
March 9, 2010 Sab Meeting - MINUTES
Page - 5 -

